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THE SuGAR BEET lNDU~TRY IN I~LINOIS. 
Extensive experiments with the growth of sugar beets in Illi-
nois have been conducted during_ the past three years by the Exper~ 
iment Station· of the U ni\rersity of Illinois. The results of the 
experiments for 1898 .and 1899 have not been published but go to 
show in every way the correctness of the conclusions given in Bulle-
o 
tin No. 49, reporting results of experiments in 1897, which are as 
follows: 
1st. "That Illinois cap produce sugar beets of excellent quality 
for manufucturing purposes." 
zd. "That this production is not limited to particular soils or . 
sections of the state." 
3d. "Thaf Illinois possesses many advantages for the develop-
ment of the industry, such as good soil, plenty of fuel, lime rock and 
pure water, besides good markets and the best of transportation." 
4th. "That under present conditions beets can be produced at 
a cost that will insure comparatively large profits for both grower 
and manufacturer." 
5th. "That accurate knowledge of the details of the work and 
cooper,ation between grower and manufacturer are essential for the 
best results." 
The sugar beet industry in the Unit d States has made a phe-
nomenal gro~th within the past few years, and has now become 
one of the established industries. A vast sum of money, amounting 
approximately to $roo,ooo,ooo, is annually paid to foreign countries 
for an agricultural product which can be produced at home. While 
the number of factories in the United States has been more than 
doubled in the past year, yet they supply less than one-eighth of the 
sugar consumed by our people. :These factories are distributed in 
nearly every section of the United States, from New Mexico to 
Oregon ·and from California to New York. Illinois has one of the 
largest in the United States, but it would require twenty -five or 
thirty such fact~ries to supply the sugar for Illinois alone. 
The importance of the industry will be better appreciated when 
we remember that it would require nearly the entire · oat crop of 
about one-fourth of the entire corn cro'p of Illinois annually , to pay 
for the sugar consumed in the state. 
Some of the advantages of the industry are as follo.ws: 
I. It diversifies agriculture and furnishes employ ment fo a 
large number of men, creating a greater demand for other crops. 
Instead of reducing the production of other crops it gives rise to an 
increased demand. 
z; It tends to bring capital into the state and will, when estab-
lished, retain at home a vast amount of money which would not · 
only be sent out of the state but for the most part out of the country. 
3· · It produces a more intensive system of agriculture, better 
and mqre thorough methods of far~ing, thus raising the value and 
rent of land. This fact is borne out by the experience of every 
community where a factory has been located. 
4· The beet feeds deep and is less~affected b y drouth than 
most other crops, nor is it injured by frost which would kill corn or 
potatoes and rarely suffers from insect or fungous diseases. It is a 
cash crop, the p"rice is fixed by contract and the market certain." . 
5· It is one of the most .profitable crops raised on the farm. 
6. Sugar contains· none 'of the elements of fertility and there-
fore is not so exhaustive to the soil as where corn and oats are sold 
from the farm. In the average beet field there are from three to six 
tons of tops that have a high feedmg value and are relished b y' all 
kinds ot stock. Where sugar beets are grown larg e stock interests 
are developed which utilize the top~, pulp and molasses. 
To produce our own sugar do.es not mean that Illinois m~st 
become one great beet field. Two hundred thousand acres o'f land 
equal to 'nine townships or one-half of an average county devoted 
exclusively to beet ·culture will produce the $I s,ooo,ooo worth of 
/ sugar for Illinois. 
The position of the U ~iversity of Illinoi s reg ardin g this indus-
try must not be misunderstood. It does not appear as a special 
advocate of this business in prefer ence to other branches of ag ri-
cultuve, nor does it maintain that its profits are necessarily phenon1-
enal. But its position is that sugar has become a standard articl.e of 
consumption in large quantities and that this is a sufficient reason 
why sugar production will take . its place in American agriculture 
and become an established industry wherever land and other natural 
conditions are suited to its production and where proper business 
methods are maintained. Illinois is adapted to sugar production. 
Whether it shall engage in the production depends upon the people. 
Whether an individual shall produce sugar is a question for his 
own decision, similar to the question as to whether he shall produce 
beef, wool or milk, but with this difference that it requires--
Ist. That many others must engage with him in the same 
business. 
zd. The investment of large capital in the manufacturing plant. 
3d. The most cordial relations between the grower and the 
owner of the plant. 
What is most needed in ll}inois is a practical knowledge of the 
details of the business, but this can be secured here as well as in 
California, Nebraska, Michigan, or New York. While the industry 
is a profitable one yet persons not acquainted with the business 
should begin on a small scale and not plant more than five to ten 
acres at the start. Special tools are required, such as seeder, culti-
Yator, subsoil plow and lifter, which will not cost mor~ than $1oo. 
Many factories have adopted the plan of furnishin~ these tools at a 
very small ental to farmers who wish to experiment, thus making 
it possible to make a thorough test of the business at slight expense. 
T e Experiment Station has received a liberal supply of beet 
seed from the United States Department of Agriculture at Washing-
ton, D. C., and in order to encourage a more thorough study of the 
industry by the farmers, the seed will be furnished free of all 
charges, except transportation, to . parties or communities who will 
grow not ess than three acres of beets and will furnish data as re-
quested to the Experiment Station together with beets for analysis, 
shipped by express or freight prepaid. Where parties ·are con-
veniently located within one hundred miles of Pekin the beets can 
be disposed of to the factory, or they can be used for feed. 
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